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‘Solitary’ mother-calf bottlenose dolphins in long-term

residence around the Isle of Man following long

distance movement from home population
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Following a sighting on 16" Sept 2019 of a small pod of bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) close to shore with a tiny probably new-born calf this pod was then seen
repeatedly in a shallow west coast bay of the Isle of Man (IOM). By the end of Jan 2020 the other dolphins disappeared and mother and calf were alone and continued to
be seen regularly, displaying a year-round residency rather than the winter seasonality usually observed for IOM bottlenose dolphins. Unlike previous dispersals?
Moonlight was repeatedly seen in the Moray Firth before arriving in IOM. There seems to be no evidence in the literature of such a long-term ‘solitary” mother-calf pair.
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